
  

St Giles’ Church 

Special Appeal 

What can you do? See inside... 

St Giles’ Church 
belongs to us all 
and needs your 
help... 
 

Heritage at risk! 

Grade 1 listed 

Major structural 

problems 

Church closed over 

Christmas 

800 years of    his-

tory 

The focal point of 

our village 
 

GIFT/OPEN DAY 
Saturday 29th 

March 
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Falling plaster revealed cracks in the masonry. The gaps have 

been packed with slate as a precautionary measure until         

re-building can take place. 

You may not be 

aware that there is 

no state funding for 

church repairs,  

maintenance or 

staffing, which 

means that each 

parish church has to 

fund its own costs. 

What are the problems? 

Recent emergence 

of cracks and falls of 

plaster from the arch 

between the nave 

and chancel of St 

Giles’ Church have 

revealed hitherto un-

suspected structural 

problems which 

need urgent            

remedial action.  
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Problems revealed right across the wall 

The regular giving from our congregation and  

wider supporters covers the day-to-day 

running and routine maintenance of the 

church. But when it comes to major repairs or 

development (such as our desire to install a 

toilet) we rely upon additional donations, fund 

raising events and grants from public bodies 

and charitable trusts.  
 

The necessary rebuilding of the chancel arch 

wall is likely to cost many tens of thousands of 

pounds, and this is in addition to other essential 

work previously identified by English Heritage. 
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Custom-built support now installed under the chancel arch. 

Loose rubble core in the 

wall. 

For now the church has 

been made safe, but only 

with the installation of ugly 

scaffolding and supports. 

We are, of course, seeking 

grants towards repair costs. 

However most grant-

making organisations  

expect us to raise money 

locally as well. 

What have we done for now? 
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At present we are able to use the church for 

services but for safety reasons cannot leave St 

Giles’ open at other times without someone in 

attendance. 
 

This means that your parish church is not 

currently available for you to visit whenever 

you like for quiet, rest, peace or prayer.   
 

We are asking you to help if you can, and 

invite you to come and see the scale of the 

problem for yourself at our  Gift / Open Day on 
Saturday 29th March, from 10am to 2 pm. 

 

Propping now in place to  hold the bulging wall. 
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People have been supporting and caring for our 

church for 800 years but, inevitably, St Giles’ is now 

showing its age and lacks basic facilities. 
 

So we have set a target of £80,000 to carry out all 

the repairs and improvements. That’s just £100 for 

each year of life of our parish church. 
 

Could you afford £2 a week for a year?  Less than 

a cup of coffee, less than a pint in a pub, less than 

a Sunday paper. 
 

If every household in the village  were able to give 

£2 a week for a year, we could meet our target -  

enough to remedy the structural problems and 

improve the facilities for us all and for future 

generations. You might prefer to give a lump sum, 

or maybe you’d like to organise a fund raising 

event: a coffee morning, sponsored slim or 

anything you like.  In the meantime any gift, large 

or small, would help us make a start and be much 

appreciated.  
 

Please put your gift in the yellow gift aid envelope 

provided.  If you are a UK tax-payer, please also fill 

in the details and tick the gift aid box so that we 

can reclaim an extra 25p for each £1 given, at no 

cost to you. Cheques need to be made payable 

to “Cropwell Bishop PCC”. If you prefer to pay by 

monthly bank standing order, please ask a church 

member for a form. 

How can you help? 
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The St Giles’ Gift / Open Day is on the same day 

as the March Saturday Café at the Old School, 

which will run from 10am –12noon as usual.  There 

will be hot cross buns on offer, and the organisers 

have kindly offered their profits that day to help 

towards church  repair costs.  So why not pop into 

church on your way to or from the Saturday 

Café? 

 

If preferred, your gift  envelope may be dropped in to: 

The Rev’d Bronwen Gamble, 2 Dobbin Close 

Mrs  Hilary Tabron (Church Warden), 8 Cropwell Butler Road 

Mr Max Jordan (Treasurer), 5 Springfield Close 

St Giles’ Gift / Open Day 

Please come to our Gift/Open Day where you 

can see the problems for yourself, talk to Church 

Council members, hand in your gift aid envelope, 

leave a gift on the day if you wish or consider how 

you might be able to help. 

You are invited to  

St Giles’ Church 

Gift / Open Day 

Saturday 29th March 

10am - 2pm 
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We acknowledge with gratitude grants from our Rushcliffe Borough and Notts 

County Councillors towards the printing of this leaflet and other appeal costs. 

St Giles’ Church, Cropwell Bishop 

Proud to share our Diocesan Vision: 

“Joining Together in the Transforming Mission of God” 

Dear Villagers, 

The Parochial Church Council (PCC) and I would like to say 

“Thank you” to everyone who has supported St Giles’ Church 

in the past and those who have already offered to support this 

major repair work.  But funds are limited and the repair 

costs considerable so we are asking you all to help.  

St Giles’ has been a sign of the presence of the  Christian 

community in this village for 800 years: a place of worship 

and prayer, of celebration of rites of passage (baptism,    

weddings and funerals) and is part of our heritage and   

history.  It now falls to our generation to continue its role 

and ensure it is “fit for purpose”.   

We want to keep the church open for future generations to 

enjoy, so may I commend this project to you.  

Yours sincerely,  

Revd Bronwen Gamble, Rector. February  2014 

If you have any questions please contact us: 

 

Rev’d Bronwen Gamble 0115 9893172 brongamble@hotmail.com 

Church Warden Hilary Tabron 0115 9894836 hilarytabron@uwclub.net 


