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In many English villages, the oldest building still in use is very often the Parish 

Church and this one is no exception. Being many centuries old it reflects, 

architecturally, historically and theologically, the developments and fashions of 

building, and our understanding of the Christian faith. It has also embraced the 

changes in the traditions of the Church of England, not least of which has been 

my appointment as the first woman incumbent of the parish. 

Importantly, St Giles is not a museum. Since at least the 13th century, it has 

been and still is, a living place of worship. It is a sacred space which has 

witnessed the week by week gathering of God’s people in worship, prayer and 

Bible study; and the celebration of the rites of passage of its parishioners in 

baptism, marriage and death. 

The purpose in writing and publishing this guide is to provide information of 

interest to you, the visitor, and to raise funds for the ongoing maintenance and 

development of the building, so that it remains a centre of worship and 

community life for this and future generations. But chiefly, this guide celebrates 

the continued desire of ordinary men and women to encounter God in the 

peace of a place made sacred and holy by those who have prayed and 

praised, wept and rejoiced and given thanks to God, our creator, redeemer 

and guide.   

 

So may I welcome you to St Giles, the Parish Church of Cropwell Bishop in the 

Diocese of Southwell and Nottingham.  As you wander around the church I 

hope you will enjoy your visit and find this guide book helpful. My thanks go to 

those who have contributed to, and produced it.  

 

May God bless you as you come close to him in this place. 

 

Bronwen Gamble 
Rev’d Bronwen Gamble 

Rector of the Benefice (Wiverton Group of Parishes) 

  June 2007 
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History 

 

In 956 King Eadwy (grandson of Alfred the Great) granted several thousand 

acres of land in Nottinghamshire to Oskytel, Archbishop of York.  Included in this 

gift was the manor of “Crophille”, which remained in the possession of the 

archbishops after Oskytel’s death.  Hence the name Crophill (or Cropwell) 

Bishop.  This arrangement continued until Archbishop Thomas II (1109-1118) 

granted the land to the canons of Southwell Minster.  This land now became 

known as a “prebend” and provided the income for the Canon (or 

“Prebendary”) of Oxton.  In return, he was required to provide a vicar to serve 

the parish. 

 

About a hundred years later, around 1215, the building of the present church 

began.  It is likely that a church stood on this site before then.  If so, it may well 

have been a wooden structure, to be replaced by a stone structure as part of 

the great, Europe-wide surge of church-building in the 13th century.  However, 

the small, round-headed window in the nave may be a fragment of an earlier 

stone building. 

 

The first part of the church to be built is the nave, completed in the 13th 

century, and heightened with the addition of clerestory windows in the 15th 

century.  The chancel dates from the early 14th century and the tower was 

added around 1450.  The churchyard wall was built in 1838, replacing a 

wooden fence. 

 

Throughout its history, the church seems to have been kept in good repair.  

There is evidence of work carried out on the building in 1600, 1608, 1722, 1784, 

1794, 1854 and 1893.  In more recent times the church underwent a major 

programme of work between 1958 and 1963, further work following in 1985.  

Repairs to the churchyard wall took place in 1902, to celebrate the coronation 

of Edward VII.  In this respect St Giles’ history follows a different path from that 

of most English churches.  All too often this is a story of neglect and decay in 

the 17th and 18th centuries, resulting in major restoration projects in Victorian 

times.  Indeed, the appearance of many English churches of ancient 

foundation owe more to their Victorian restoration than to the original building.  
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No such drastic restoration was necessary in St Giles’ case: as a result, it still 

retains most of its medieval, rustic appearance.  It is greatly to the credit of the 

village’s parishioners – and especially the churchwardens – that the church 

and churchyard have been continuously so well maintained.  This is especially 

so in light of the fact that, for most of its history, Cropwell Bishop has been 

served by non-resident clergy.   

  

This is because the prebendaries held on to their possessions throughout the 

Reformation, apart from the brief reign of Edward VI (1547-1553).  The system 

did not disappear until 1854, when the Ecclesiastical Commission, established in 

1836, took it over.  Today, Cropwell Bishop is part of the Benefice of Cropwell 

Bishop with Colston Bassett, Granby with Elton, Langar cum Barnstone and 

Tythby with Cropwell Butler.  

 

 

The Exterior 

 

St Giles’ church consists of a 

nave with two aisles (north 

and south) which is entered 

through a porch on the south 

side; a chancel; and a tower.  

Nave, aisles and chancel are 

built from undressed limestone, 

quarried locally, apart from 

the east wall of the south aisle, 

whose stonework is more 

even.  This probably dates 

from the early 14th century, 

when the window was 

inserted.  There are five 

buttresses on the south side, 

one at each corner and three 

along the walls.  The remains 

of a sun dial can be seen on 

the south east buttress.  The 

south aisle is battlemented, a 

feature not found on the north 

aisle.  This also has a buttress at 

each corner, along with three 

on the wall.   
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The chancel’s stonework is a little less rough-hewn than that of the nave and 

aisles.  The top seven courses of the north and south walls may date from the 

work carried out in 1854.  There are angle-buttresses at each corner and further 

buttresses in the middle of each wall.  Note the carved gable-ends and their 

(much restored) ball-flower decoration.  Note also the water-head on the south 

side with its date 1853. 

 

There is little information regarding the porch.  It is built of the same undressed 

limestone as the nave and chancel, and may have been built at the same 

time as the chancel.  The archway, however, suggests a later date.  Now highly 

restored this is a low-centered arch with hood moulding and two tiers of roll-

moulding.  The stops at each end are original.  

  

The tower is the finest feature externally.  Built of 

ashlar, it is of three stages, with clasping buttresses 

and battlements.  Below the battlement is a double 

frieze, the upper one now much restored.  Single 

friezes are more normal in this part of 

Nottinghamshire.  Notice the gargoyles at the top 

of the buttresses.  In the third stage there is a two 

light opening on each side except the east, and a 

fine perpendicular-style window on the west wall of 

the ground floor. 

 

 

Interior 

 

As you enter via the south porch, look up to the 

roof to see the beam.  This records work done on 

the porch in 1608 (on the 27th of August, to be precise) together with the initials 

of the churchwardens.  Enter through the south door, now very much worn, but 

still bearing traces of roll-moulding on the jambs. 
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Nave and Aisles 

 

The aisles are separated 

from the nave by four 

arches, north and south.  

These are double-

chamfered and rest on low, 

circular pillars with circular 

capitals.  They all date from 

the 13th century, but those 

on the north are slightly 

older than those on the 

south.  The north capitals 

are decorated with nail-

head ornament.  There is a 

fine 15th-century archway 

into the tower. 

There are three square-headed windows of 14th century date: at the east end 

of each aisle, and in the south aisle wall.  At the west end of each aisle there is 

a window of simple intersecting tracery, consistent with a date of about 1300.  

In the north aisle there are two small lancets of about 1215.  More intriguingly, 

however, there is also a small round-headed window.  This suggests a date 

earlier than the rest of the church, probably 12th century.  Is this a remnant of 

an earlier building on the site?  In the nave there are eight clerestory windows, 

one above the apex of each arch, which were inserted in the 15th century, 

when the nave was heightened and the roof raised.  

 

The 15th-century wooden roof is a very fine 

feature of the church.  It is carried by eight wall 

posts, each of which rests upon a monster’s 

head.  (Brackets for two more can be seen at 

the west end).  The wall posts in turn carry a tie-

beam, between each of which there are six 

rafters.  A further tie-beam was added at the 

east end in 1600.  There are three rafters 

running east-west, all with moulding, apart from 

a section of the central rafter which replaced 

the original in 1794.  The roof also carries eight 

bosses with carved foliage.  In the roof directly 

above the rather plain 14th-century font can be 

seen the remains of a pulley, which was used to 

raise and lower the font cover. 
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Both aisle roofs contain old woodwork, too.  In the south aisle the date 1722 

can be seen, along with churchwardens’ initials, recording work carried out.  In 

the north aisle a section of the central rafter contains nail-head ornament, as 

does a wall-plate above the lancet in the north-east corner.  This is a rare and 

unusual feature.  Both pieces are 13th -century. 

 

 

 

 

 

At the west end of the nave there are ten 15th-century wooden benches, each 

ending with “poppy head” ornaments – twenty in all.  Most of these are carved 

with foliage designs, but there are five with human heads and another with 

fuller human figures.  Another one depicts a vine and grapes – an ancient 

Christian symbol.  Some of the benches contain “unofficial” carvings: the initials 

RH are found on two in the south side, whilst the middle one in the north side 

contains various doodles.  Among these is a game of Nine men’s morris! 

 

 

There is more medieval woodwork in the chancel screen.  This was re-erected 

in 1934 and incorporated early carving.  This may be distinguished from the 

later work by its darker colour.  There is also some early woodwork – probably 

Jacobean – in the prayer desk at the west end.  

 

Also of interest is the piscina, of 13th-century date, in the south-

east corner, which indicates the presence of an altar in 

former times.   
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In the same corner, the memorial window commemorates 

those who fell in the Great War.  This is the only coloured glass 

in the building, apart from a precious fragment of late 14th-

century glass in the north-east corner.  This shows a standing 

bearded figure and would have been part of a much bigger 

picture (doubtless destroyed during the Reformation).  Before 

leaving the nave, please notice the colourful kneelers, worked 

by the parishioners in the 1980s. 

 

 

 

 

The chancel 

 

The fine east window is of 14th-century 

date, with reticulated ogee tracery.  

(‘Ogee’ – S-shaped curves; ‘reticulated’ 

– small projections.)  There is a similar, 

smaller window in the south-west corner.  

The two windows north and south of the 

main window have a 15th-century 

appearance.  There is a piscina in the 

south wall. 

 

There are fragments of early woodwork 

in the reading-desk on the north side, 

including a 15th-century poppy-head 

(and a more recent copy) and some 

17th-century decorative work. 

 

The chancel 

contains some 

interesting 

monuments.  Two 

on the north side, of 

somewhat rustic 

appearances, 

commemorate 

Michael Richards and John Astie, both vicars of the parish, 

who died in 1680 and 1708 respectively.  On the south side 

there are three, 1785, 1791 and 1803, in the grey slate 

fashionable at that time.  Above them is a particularly 

elegant one to William Marshall, 1795, of classical design.  
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Other points of interest 

 

The church has a ring of eight bells.  One of these 

dates from the 16th century, another from 1669 and a 

third from 1757.  In 1905 another bell was recast and 

another added.  The sixth bell was installed in 1981, 

thanks to the efforts of our local ringers.  The bells are 

hung in the belfry, in the tower, and can be reached 

by means of a medieval spiral staircase in the 

thickness of the wall.  Plans have been drawn up to 

ease access to the belfry and open up the ground 

floor of the tower as a vestry and other facilities, 

including a toilet and tea point. 

 

The silver chalice dates from 1571, and it is said to be a replacement for one 

which had been stolen. 

 

There is also a Prayer Book of 1784.  It is hoped to put this on permanent display 

in the future. 

 

As you leave the church, notice the photographs in the corner by the door, 

showing the interior before the present chancel screen was erected. 

 

 

The Churchyard 

 

In 1568 Edmund Matthews, 

Ralph Lee and Richard Mabbot 

were fined “4d” for fighting and 

playing football in the 

churchyard.  Amongst other 

things, this tells us that there 

were few, if any, gravestones in 

the churchyard at that time.  In 

fact, the earliest datable 

gravestone is that of  Frances 

Bosworth, who died on February 

21st, 1722, and which may be 

found in the south-east corner, 

next to the wall.  It is of grey-blue 

slate, which is such a prominent feature of churchyards in this part of the East 

Midlands. Because of its good weathering properties, it remained a popular 

material for about two centuries.  Cropwell Bishop has a good collection of 

these, the most recent being that of Mary Fogg, who died 22nd March 1934 and 
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her husband, George, 22nd February, 1955.  It may be found by the yew tree 

opposite the tower. 

A public footpath has always crossed the churchyard, and this remained so 

when the wall was erected in 1838.  This cost the parish £70. 11. 5 ½ (seventy 

pounds, eleven shillings and fivepence halfpenny), a considerable sum in those 

days.  A stone tablet in the south-west angle records its repair in 1902. 

 

In the north-west corner there is a building constructed of locally made bricks 

laid in Flemish bond.  It dates from 1850 and served as the village school.  It cost 

£90 to build.  However, it was only in use for 27 years, when the school on Fern 

Hill was opened.  Since then it has been used for a variety of purposes, but has 

gradually sunk into disuse.  Happily, plans are moving ahead to restore it as a 

heritage centre. 

 

Some Characters 

 

Michael Richards, whose memorial stands in the chancel, graduated BA from 

Trinity College Cambridge in 1636 or 1637, and MA in 1640.  He became vicar in 

1650, but was not to the Puritan Commissioners’ liking, who ejected him in 1652.  

However, after the Restoration, he became vicar of Colston Bassett, in 1661, 

returning to Cropwell Bishop in 1663, where he remained until his death in 1680. 

 

John Astie, whose memorial lies next to that of Michael Richards, was a 

farmer’s son from Beeston.  After attending Repton school, he graduated BA 

from St John’s College, Cambridge, in 1678, and ordained deacon the 

following year.  He became vicar of Cropwell Bishop in 1682, baptised his only 

child, Mary and taught her to read.  Sadly, illness overtook him and he died in 

1708, age 51. 

 

William Fillingham, a farmer from Cropwell Butler, gave £50, in 1779, to invest in 

lands for the benefit of the poor in Cropwell Bishop.  This was to be paid 

annually on 1st January, either in money, or its value in bread.  There is a 

wooden plaque recording his benefaction, and it is hoped to have this on 

display in the future. 
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We hope you have enjoyed your visit and found it of interest.  Before you go, 

you may like to pause and say a prayer: for yourself and for those who worship 

here; for the beauty of the building, built to the glory of God; to give thanks for 

those who have maintained it down the centuries, and for those who are 

responsible for it now; and for our freedom to worship God, Father, Son and 

Holy Spirit.  
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For sale exclusively in St Giles Church or from the Vicar and 

Churchwardens 

 

Price £2.50 

All proceeds to St Giles Church Development Fund 

 
Enquiries to:  

Rev’d  B. Gamble, 2 Dobbin Close, Cropwell Bishop, Nottingham, NG12 3GR  

Tel No 0115 989 3172 


